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it's his
dark fascination
with the sirange and
unusual. Perhaps it's
his passion for painting
the big picture, or his
uncanny kKnack of
saying the things most
. people prefer fto
" remain unsaid.
~ But Paul Kelly seems to
- be making a career oul of
attacking pop music on its
blindside with devastating
resuiis.

While Jlesser singer-
songwriters have con-
tented themselves with
(rying to come 1o {erms
with that old evergreen,
lurrrve, Kelly's dealt with
viglente against women,
prostitution in Dar-
lirghurst, extramarital af-
foirs and bigger issues
such as Aboriginal poli-
11(s, custody deaths and
nuclear testing in the out-
bick.

Ask him  where his
wmolivation comes from.
however, and he 100Ks de-
cidedly  uncomfortable
and shrugs off any
anatysts with @ mixture of
modesty and embarrass-
Meni.

Take the song Lvery
thing's Turnimy lo White.,
which gave Kelly's new
alhbum So Much Water So
Cluse To Flome its name.
It 1etls of a fishing party
who discover a woman's
bndy but because they're
so far from home. opt o
finish their two days f{ish-
ing before reporting their
bizarre find.

“Comedy and liragedy
are always mixed up,” e
savs, “That song just hap-
‘pened. 1 have a love of
Raymond Carver and
since I discovered his
work { have read ail I can
lay my hands on.

“I really like this collec-
ticn of short stories ang |
would say he's been an
inftuence on me for a long
fime, | always thought it
viould be good Lo write &
song based on one of s
stortes, but 1 dida’t know
which one.

“Iwas an idea ] had
carried around with me
N, TS R

for a while but that song
just jumped into my head
suddenly. It must have
been one of those times
when I'd been working on
a song without realising
it.”

So Much Water 5So
Close To Home is Kelly's
most ambitious album {o
date, sweeping wider geo-
graphically than in the
past. acknowledging the
time he spent with his
hand The Messengers in
America.

ELLY says whiie his

writing has been af-
fected by the time spent
out of Australia, tne
American influences were
always there.

“More <0 than Briush
ones,” he says. "I always
loved American music
from the 50s. so it's hard
to tell hiow much [ have
heen infivenced recently,

"Being in a studio is
very simiar anywhere in
the world and also in my
case it takes a long time
for Infivences 10 go
rhrough me and come out.

“Butl al the fame time
there are obvious refer-
ences. There's a line on
the record about how
many cabs ihere are in
New York and 1 wouldn't
have used that three vears
ago before I'd been there.

"Cities Of Texas was
written after our first trip
and we visited Datlas and
Houston,”

Kelly spent about eight
months in America be-
tween his Jast album
tinder The Sun and the
new one, touring, recoerd-
ing and visiting relatives,
He enjoved the experi-

. ence.

*The studio was good 1o
work in. Lots of good re-
cords were made there
and while we were there
Aaron Neville and Linda
Rons{adt were duetting on
some songs and [Raac
Hayes was there. We had
confidence in the studio
and it somehow felt g0od.

“We toured over there
with The Smithereens and
found thot zludience-wice

R IR ST I TY O ST

it varied dramatically city
to city. Sometimes they
would be really into what
we ‘were doing and at

others they would stare

blankly at us. They would
get fairly serious about it
all.”

So Much
likely to help Kelly reach
his biggest global audi-
ence so far, though he's
quick to stress that isn't
because it's less Austra-
ltan  ("our best known

song in America is Darl-

Paul Kelly ...
*“comedy and tragedy
are dlways mixed

up.”’

g It Hurls and that basa
very specific Austrabian
reference,” he says).

it's no preconceived
step intoe the commercial
market however, relying
instead on some of Kelly's

most subtie and endurable

songs to date.

IS penchant for the

upusua! remains
unpaltered too, with three
of the songs written from
a woman's viewpoint.
Kelly says he was unsure
whether he should sing
them or not at {irst.

Water is
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them and it

"1 wrote
didn't seem hard to sing

them myself,
couldn't decide whether
{0 get someone else tn.

“I was thinking about
doing a recoré using dif-
ferent voices as well as
mine but ihe band {old me
to sing them myself.

“It's done 2 Jot in folk
music. Go 12 a folk ciub
and men wii} often sing as
women and vice-versa, [{'s
quite acceptabhle to take
on a different personality
for a song. [ can’t see why
it should be any different
in pop music.”

Throughout his career
Kelly has made a poinl of
guestioning  white® atti-
fudes (o0 Aboriginal poli-
tics, and on his tast alburn,
wrote @ strong anti-bicen-
tennial song.

This time he focuses on
a storv from Aboriginai
legend. 12iling {he story of
Jundamurra, who fought
against the British invad-
ers in the late 18th cen-
tury,

ELLY says the posi-

tive outcome of the
bicentennial celebrations
has been a greater aware-
ness of the Aboriginal
issue and 2 corrasponding
increase in the amount of
Hterature  which delves
into history and uncovers
stories the colonialists

~tried to keep untold,

Jundamarra. or pigeon
as he was known to the
white settlers, is gne ex-
ampie. Pemulwuy is an-
other.

“[ think there has been
a Dig 1ack in our education
and white Ausiralia has
redlly ignored Aborigingl
culture and history (o its
detriment.” he says,

“But a lot of people
probabiy didn't think
Aboriginzgl politics was an
issue, ang it's a big issue,
The bicentennial he!ped
to focus that.

"I think there's still a
long wayv 1o go but a lot of
books are comring out.
Pemulwyy  wags  an
Aboriginal in the Svdaey
area wio fought a war

but [ .

didn’t

against the setliers but the

Government at the time

wouldn't acknowledge i

happened.

“We've always been fed
this myth thal Aborigines’

resist  and

Maori and

the.

.

Aborigines

were very different be-

cause the Maori

were

very warlike and the Abo-.

rtgmes weren't.

“1 think that's a 1oad of
rubbish, In Australia it's
very hard 1o fight against
superioy  weaponry
cause of the terrain.

“Jundamarra s
ally - a very
character

acly-

DE- .

interesting”
hecause he.

worked for {he police at.

one time and thal’s when

he was catled pigeon.
“"Then one day he had a

noliiical conversion and

e went back 1o his own.

and got a smail army [o-
gether and barrassed (he
seftlers for three years,

“He was very hard 1o

catch because he knew
the countryv so well. He
was badiyv shot one time
and they thought he had

been Kilted but he recov-
then peaple

ered  ang
began tn attribute super-
natural powers {0 hLin;
that e could change inip
a spiril and was immune
(¢ white man’s bullets.

“Some people think he
picnned the whole thing,
working for the police be-
cause he realised there
was no future for his
people unless they fought
the whites and the way (o
o it was 1o learn how (0
use guns and get access 19
them.”

Kelly returns for a tour
of New Zealand next
weekK, a vear ont from his
last  visit, ending with
shows at the Powerstation
next Friday and Saturday.

Hfe's Jooking forward to

returning.

“I always enjoy playlng

titere,” he says, smiling.

“We'll be featuringalot of |

the new album buf we'll

have a large repertoire so
the set each -
ttll be a case of

we'll
night.
calling out again.”

— Dominic Roskrow
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