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SIMGER/SCNGWRITER PAUL KELLY IS . i W
A LONG WAY FROM FAMOUS
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T TAKES 26 HOURS TOFLY FROM BALTIRIORE
to Melbourne, and it's not a fun trip. That
raore than anything explains why a lot of
Australian arlists are not better known here,
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and why rock 'n’ roll singer/songwriter Paul

Kelly isn't as well known as his peers Elvis s . R R
Costello, Richard Thorapson, and Steve Earle. o JL i | i e
And yes, Kelly is that good. Gl N i dyis i e
When he came to Washington's 9:30 Club i £ i L il m@y’;?}
this past March, backed by his terrific i ﬁ*’%{
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Melbourne band~~guitarist Dan Luscombe,
drummer Pete Luscombe, and bassist Bill
McDonald—he concentrated on songs from-
his 2004 Ways and Means (SpinArt). This
two-CD set featured 21 songs about all as-
pects of love, from first meeting to last re-
gret, songs that neither celebrate love nor
mock it; instead, they explore why love is
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Kelly’'s seductive melodies, fondly describ-
ing entwined couples in a park at evening. MAN IN BLACK: PAUL KELLY (CENTER) FAVORS FUNK AND R&B AS MUCH AS COUNTRY OR ROCK SETTINGS FOR HIS SONGS.
But this romantic mood sours in the sec-
ond verse as the narrator admitsthatthese  from prison about the upcoming Christmas it's an entire movie in four minutes, and  Grammy sweep, so did Kelly break through
young lovers, who think their affairs will  holiday. Kelly's deceptively purring tenor  it’s typical of a career that has sustaineda  with1997’s Songs From the South: Paul Kelly’s
last forever, “drive merightoutof my mind.”  casts Joe as jocular on the verses, joking  highlevel of quality for20 years. Kelly, now  Greatest Hits. The 20-song anthology shoved
Kelly points out that everyonewasayoung  about the family recipe for gravy, butthe 49, grewupin Adelaideonthe South Coast  Hanson and the Spice Girls aside and rose
lover once; even theold manwhe “nowhas  mood shifts sharply onthe chiorus. Thegui-  along the Indian Ocean, moved to Melbourne,  to the top of the Australian charts.
to sit down to take a piss” once “presseda  tars grow agitated, asdoesthevocal. Joelos-  made two so-so new-wave albums as Paul "What happened is that everyone who
girl against a fence and drank herkiss.” But  eshiscool and accuses his brotherof trying  Kelly and the Dots, and finally emergedas  had heard of me but had never bought
the more the narrator complains, themore  to seduce his wife, then apologizesforhis  amajor talent onthis third album, 198s’s Post.  one of my records said, ‘Well, I'll get this
the mood shifts again; the narratorisspeak-  paranoia, and finally breaks down,con-  His fourth album, Gossip, was the firstre-  one,” he surmises. “It sold 250,000 copies,
ing as much from jealousy as from wisdom.  fessing hisdespairatspendingthe holiday  leased in the United States, but three discs ~ which is triple platinum in Australia and
Meanwhile, the sweet melody never falters.  inacell. It's not yourusual Christmassong.  on A&M failed to break him here, despite = more than double any of my previous al-
Most singer/songwriters are lucky to put “Iwas invited to contribute asongtoa  glowingreviews and impressive tours. bums. But it didn’t carry over.”
one strong emotion acrossinasong, but  charity Christmas albumin19g6,” Kelly re- Withintemational success dreams dashed, ~ Some of Kelly’'s albums have been is-
here Kelly has delivered three: romance,  calls. “Solasked myself, Howdoyouwrite  Kelly settled into a comfortable careerat  sued on American indie labels—Dr. Dream,
irony, and envy.It's a typical Kelly strate-  something new about Christmas? I decid- home, where like a Steve Earle or Richard ~ Vanguard, and SpinArt. But many of Kelly’s
gy; he'll get his listeners leaning one way,  ed the best way is to have someone who's  Thompson, he played large nightclubsand  Australian records—his first three, his great-
then pull the rug out fromunderthem. When  notthere....Once youhave thesceneinyour  smalltheaters, won effusive press,andsold  est-hits collection, his three soundtrack pro-
he performed "How to Make Gravy,” per-  head and the character’s voice, thesongusu-  respectable numbers of records. Butjustas  jects, his bluegrass and funk projects,and a
haps his most popular song at home,atthe  ally writesitself, Therecipecomesfrommy  Bonnie Raitt suddenly transformed aca- - 1gg2live-album—are still unreleased here.
9:30 Club he did it again. first father-in-law, but all that stuff about  reer's worth of goodwill into stardomwith . Asare the superb albumshe hasproduced
Joe, the song’s narrator, calls his brother  being in prison is made up.” 1989’s Nick of Time and her subsequent  and co-written for suchDown Underactsas
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